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Foraging Party through the Ironworks
Kicking off our campaign season this year will be a foraging party at Batsto. We
will march into and take over the town, just like a real foraging party would have.
The camp will be run on strict military discipline for the day, and you will get a
good sense of what it would have been like to come into an unfamiliar place and
have to deal with it’s inhabitants and supply problems. The promises to be a living
history event that the 4th has NEVER done before!
Date: May 11th
8 AM
Location: Batsto Village & Wharton State Forest
31 Batsto Road
Hammonton, NJ 08037
What to Bring: Light Infantry should bring their 1781 light infantry kit (brown jackets),
backpacks, and all accouterments. Dragoons are in green coats and helmets. It is
suggested to bring sunblock and insect repellant. LUNCH WILL BE PROVIDED BY
THE REGIMENT (that is to say, provided by the „grateful‰ inhabitants of Batsto)
The Days Activities : The Legion will arrive at the parking lot in front of the Batsto
visitors center and will then be staged down to an area in the lower village via a shuttle.
We will be marching through the main town with the wagon and will set up a small
camp for the day. As for the other activities of the day, you will have to wait and
see⁄⁄⁄
The Legion will be portraying a regiment on the march. Remember to pack light and
stay comfortable. The enlisted man of the 18th century may have been spit and polish
during parades and battle, but the officers allotted certain sacrifices to uniform and
carriage during a march.
Rest assured the officers of
the 4th Legionary Corps
will take that into
consideration!
Muster Time:

THE COORDINATOR FOR THE EVENT IS
Bob Healey
Questions can be directed to him at:
609-781-0938 or bob.healey@4thlegionarycorps.com

Foraging Parties in the 18th Century
The old adage of the "army travels on its stomach" is even truer when it comes to animals that
are dependent on its human caretakers. Needless to say, for a dragoon regiment and/or Legion
before anything was considered the question of getting the horses fed was paramount
importance. During the valley forge encampment, where the 4th Light dragoons were the cavalry
presence because of their familiarity with the locale, they had to be transferred to Trenton for
most of the winter due to a forage magazine being established there, thus robbing the army of
it's "eyes". Foraging also included finding foodstuffs for the troops when the regiment was on
the move during a campaign season and receipts for many bushels of potatoes, cornmeal, flour,
etc. are extant in the national archives.
To facilitate gathering of needed forage, the 4th Dragoons/4th legion had their own wagon train.
We had two each of four horse open and closed wagons and two each of two horse open and
closed wagons staffed by waggoners on detached duty from the Quartermaster department. After
the legion was formed the wagons drew their waggoners from members of the legion itself. It is
known that the 2nd Regiment of Light Dragoons also maintained their own wagons but they
were Oxen drawn. It would seem logical that the open wagons we had would allow fodder to be
stacked in abundance to ensure a supply. The closed wagons would most likely be used for
camp equipment, ammunition etc.
When on campaign, it was common and necessary to send out parties to gather fodder for the
horses by "liberating" it from farmsteads encountered along the route of march, paid for with
worthless continental script or and IOU. Little if any distinction was made between friendly or

Tory farmers. During the retreat from the Battle of Germantown, a group of Dragoons (evidence
points to the 4th) rode into a barnyard, the men swarmed into the barn and began tossing
bundles of grain out of the mow to feed their ravenous mounts. The protests of the farmer were
ignored. Often times foraging parties were required to be out under a heavy guard, particularly
in areas like the Jersey's where loyalties were uncertain and roving bands of British foraging
parties were doing the same thing. Many brief and vicious encounters took place when the two
would stumble upon on another. During the Valley Forge encampment Anthony Wayne led a
huge foraging expedition into south jersey to gather forage for the armyÊs livestock. The soldiers
could get by on salt pork and hard bread but horses needed a fairly high quality feed to maintain
a fighting fitness and reports of poor underfed horses kept many units from fielding effective
numbers. Because of this, coming out of winters was of paramount importance as the new grass
could quickly recoup the mounts.
- Submitted by Lt. Waldo
DIRECTIONS TO BASTO
Directions from Philadelphia:
(Walt Whitman Bridge)
Take Walt Whitman Bridge to North/South Freeway, Route 42, to Atlantic City Expressway. Continue
to Exit #28 (Hammonton). Exit to Route 54 & turn left. Go to the 5th traffic light and turn right onto
Route 30 East (White Horse Pike). Go to the 2nd light & turn left. Go the end of the road and turn left
at the "T" intersection onto Route 542. Go 9 miles and the Historic Batsto Village is located on the left.
Parkway Directions from South Jersey:
Take the Garden State Parkway North to Exit #50, exit to Route 9 North. Proceed to Route 542 & turn
left. Follow signs about 12 miles to Batsto Village.
Parkway Directions from North Jersey:
Take the Garden State Parkway South to Exit #52 (New Gretna). Turn right at stop sign onto E.
Greenbush Road. Continue on E. Greenbush Road to the next stop sign and turn left onto Stage Road.
Go over two small wooden bridges. Pilgrim Lake Campground will be on Right. Make left onto
Leektown Road. Continue 2 miles to a stop sign. Stay straight on Leektown Road. Continue 3 miles to
stop sign. Turn right onto Route 542 West. Stay on 542 for approx. 9 Miles. Batsto Village is on the
right.
From Trenton/Mt. Holly Area:
Take Route 206 South, to mile marker #3 and make a left onto Route 613. Continue on 613 and make
left onto Route 693. Follow 693 until the road ends and make left onto 542, the Village is on your left.

For
Sale
Have anything for sale? looking for something? look no further!
Please contact Heather to list items.

FOR SALE:

1. Wagoner's smock, pullover made of green dyed linen, w/ collar and
no fringe. @ Size 40. $30.00
2. Breeches, custom made dark green wool with plain brass buttons. @
size 32-33 waist, sized for someone with 30-31" inseam. $35.00
3. Waistcoat, custom made dark green wool with plain brass buttons and
2 functional pockets. @ size 40. $ 35.00
All three items above in good-excellent condition.
Please contact Riding Master Waldo for more details.

REGIMENTAL WEBSITE:
www.4thlegionarycorps.com

We Are On Facebook!
Join our facebook group, 4th Legionary Corps
Share pictures from events! Ask Questions. Share news that might interest our group.

The next Newsletter will be for
the Battle of Monmouth
will be sent out the week of May 18, 2013

